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Filed for intro on  04/26/2001

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 302
By  Pleasant

A RESOLUTION To honor and congratulate Principal Odell
Foster, on his selection as the Shelby County
Education Association's Administrator of the
Year.

WHEREAS, It is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to

specially recognize those outstanding citizens who have devoted their careers to providing the

highest quality education for Tennessee's students; and

WHEREAS, Odell Foster, Principal of Appling Middle School, is one such estimable

educator, who has distinguished himself as a professional of the greatest dedication, ability and

integrity; and

WHEREAS, Principal Foster has recently been selected Administrator of the Year by the

Shelby County Education Association, an honor most befitting his outstanding tenure as an

educator as it recognizes the positive influence he has had on so many young lives; and

WHEREAS, Principal Foster received his bachelor's degree from Philander Smith

College, which he attended on an athletic scholarship and where he displayed his innate

leadership abilities while serving as Captain of the basketball team; later, he earned a master's

degree in guidance from the University of Memphis; and
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WHEREAS, He began his excellent teaching career in Lewisville, Arkansas, where he

taught fourth, fifth, and sixth grades; he moved to Shadowlawn Elementary in 1968 and has

served as an educator in Shelby County since then; and

WHEREAS, After teaching at Bartlett Elementary for sixteen years, Odell Foster moved

to the guidance department at Germantown Middle School in 1987; in 1989, he transferred to

Mt. Pisgah Elementary, where he honed his substantial leadership talents as Assistant

Principal; and

WHEREAS, In 1995, Principal Foster left Mt. Pisgah to help open Appling Middle

School; due in large part to his visionary leadership and tireless efforts, the school has blessed

the lives of its students; Principal Foster has earned the respect and admiration of his faculty

and students alike for the unsurpassed quality of his service and his sterling character; and

WHEREAS, According to Shelby County Schools Superintendent James Mitchell, “With

Odell Foster, it’s whatever it takes to get the job done, as long as it takes to get the job done”;

possessing an incredible work ethic, Principal Foster arrives at his school daily before seven

o’clock a.m. and remains there late into the evening to ensure that the school’s business is

always completed in a timely fashion; and

WHEREAS, Odell Foster is renowned throughout the region as a leader in contemporary

education; he holds an Honorary Life Membership in the Tennessee PTA and has been

honored with a Certificate for 25 years of Service in Shelby County Schools; and

WHEREAS, An active contributor to the determination of public education’s direction in

the 21st century, Principal Foster is a member of the National Association of Elementary School

Principals, Phi Delta Kappa, SCEA, TEA, NEA, the Memphis Alliance of Black School

Education, and the NAACP; he is wholly committed to the welfare and prosperity of this State’s

youth and participates in Shelby County Youth Sports, the Memphis Police Drug Awareness

Seminar, and the Institute for African-American Youth, and he is a former Assistant Director of

the Woodstock Community Youth Sports football program; and
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WHEREAS, His many professional accomplishments aside, Odell Foster is devoted to

the highest ideals of family and community values and is the proud father of two sons, Greg and

Daren, each of whom has experienced tremendous success in his life’s activities; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, Principal Foster attributes much of his success to the influence

of his seven brothers and two sisters, who were reared alongside him in the rural Woodstock

community of northwest Shelby County; he also is most thankful for the positive influence of his

high school coach, Sam Montgomery, and two of his professional mentors, Dr. Sammie Lyons

and Dr. Fred Johnson; and

WHEREAS, Odell Foster truly serves as an inspiration to his colleagues and students

alike, and his friendship and counsel is highly valued by those who are fortunate to know him;

and

WHEREAS, Principal Foster is an extremely talented and compassionate educator who

works assiduously to motivate his students to reach their full potential, both as scholars and as

citizens; and

WHEREAS, He truly epitomizes the ideal of the dedicated educator who is wholly

committed to the highest ideals of public service and quality education for all, and he should be

specially recognized; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor and congratulate Odell Foster on being chosen as

Administrator of the Year by the Shelby County Education Association, commend him for his

exceptional service to the children of Tennessee and salute him for his professional expertise

and personal excellence

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we wish him much happiness and every success in

his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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